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Biology – Starr
Room 8
                             


                         A Period,  Fall 2018
Instructor:  Mrs. Corinne Starr

 Google Classroom:
Bio 18 Period A/ujwuzje   
E-mail:  starrc@mdusd.org                   
 Website: https://ngsciencestarr.weebly.com
Voicemail:  938-0900 x2108


 Grades:  on Homelink
Remind:  text @starrbio to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/starrbio
Required materials: BSCS textbooks (Fall & Spring), Miller Levine Biology book (at home), science notebook Students must also join Google Classroom and Remind.
Grading:

The grading scale is 55 percent assessments and 45 percent work.  Progress reports are distributed mid-quarter and will indicate a possible D or F if the current grade is below 75%.    Students with a D or F and/or missing work will be placed in Tutorial during Strategic Support.
     GRADES ARE NEVER ROUNDED         NO EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE OFFERED IN THIS CLASS

90-100% = A
             80-89% = B

70-79% = C

60-69% = D 
             Below 60% = F 

Homework/Classwork:

Homework will be assigned regularly and is based on class discussion or assigned reading.   Homework is to be neat, written in complete sentences, and in your own words.  Because of the nature of this course, attendance is crucial to success.  Discussion, question/answer sessions, guest speakers, videos, labs, and presentations are nearly impossible to make-up if they are missed.  Students are responsible for all the information and handouts given in class whether they are present or not.  All handouts can be downloaded from Google Classroom.


If you are absent be sure to do these four things the day you return:

1)  Hand in any work that was due on the day(s) of your absence


2)  Check the calendar posted by the door (also online) for any new assignments


3)  Get handouts from Mrs. Starr 


4)  At home, review the slides on the website
Late Work

Full credit will only be given for late work due to an excused absence (as posted on the ABI system).  Work is stamped in class, but not always collected the same day.  Unexcused late work or work without a stamp can earn a maximum of 50% of the original value.  Work that is late due to tardy or truancy (unexcused absence) will NOT be accepted.   NO EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE OFFERED IN THIS CLASS.
Exams and Quizzes:

An exam will be given at the end of each unit.  Quizzes are given weekly.  A cumulative final is given at the end of each semester.  Any bonus points offered on an exam will not be available on a make-up exam.  One missed exam grade can be replaced with the final exam score.  One quiz (10 pts. or less) exemption a semester will be given if it is not possible to make up the quiz.  Additional missed assessments must be made up within 24 hours.  Failure to do so will result in a zero.  Students are expected to take exams on the day given regardless of attendance the day(s) before an exam unless discussed with the teacher.


If you miss an exam or quiz be sure to do these things:


1)  Check in with Mrs. Starr and let her know you will be making up the assessment after school


2)  Be prepared to take the assessment after school.
Projects:
Approximately one project will be assigned each quarter.  Most have the option to work with a partner or group.  When working with a partner or group, all members receive the same grade.  All projects are due on the assigned date regardless of attendance.  If you cannot come to school on the due date, please have someone bring the project for you or turn it into my box before the end of the school day (3:30 pm).  Late projects drop one letter grade for every day they are overdue (including weekends.)  Turnitin.com will be used to check work for plagiarism. 
Academic Honesty:
Due to the internet (immediate access to information) and increased pressure to excel, cheating is rampant amongst today’s students. Unfortunately, students who cheat end up ill prepared for success at the college level, and ill-suited for professional work. The science department does not tolerate academic dishonesty and will not show any leniency toward any student who cheats in any manner. The science department will strictly adhere to the disciplinary actions outlined in Northgate High School’s Academic Honesty Policy (NHS AHP), and therefore requests that any student taking a science course at Northgate High School read and understand the NHS AHP. Students taking Northgate High School science classes will be required to sign a statement indicating they have read and understand the NHS AHP.
In addition to reading the school’s academic honesty policy, students must understand the following:
· Cheating is when a student in an assignment of any sort, attempts to earn credit by copying another student’s answers, using words, other material, or work other than his or her own without citing the original author of the work used. 

· Taking a photograph of a test is stealing that test. 

· Gaining possession of a test in any way prior to the time allotted to take that test is stealing that test. As an example, if you are sent a test via e-mail from a friend, you have stolen that test. So, what do you do if you receive that e-mail? Do not open it! Report it to your teacher!

· Giving or receiving information in any manner about the content of a test from another student or person other than the teacher prior to taking the test is cheating.

Cell Phones and other electronics

Cell phone use (unless otherwise indicated by the teacher) is NOT tolerated in the classroom. Nor is the use of other electronic devices.  If a cell phone is out in the classroom I will assume you are using it.  If electronics are needed for an activity, they will be provided.  I can direct you to many studies showing the link between cell phone use/distraction and lower/failing grades.  
Assistance:

I am available for help by appointment during lunch or after school, or via e-mail.  I encourage you to find a study buddy, or two as this can be a challenging class.  You should have someone you can contact if you have been absent or you know you will be absent to get assignments, etc.  You will be assigned a mentor during Strategic Support in your Link Crew. 

Classroom Guidelines:

I expect you to come to class prepared to learn and to make it possible for others to do the same.  All school rules are in effect in the classroom, as well as the following:

· Courteous, respectful behavior is expected at all times

· Following directions is essential to your success

· Food is NOT permitted in the classroom.  Water bottles are OK.

· You are tardy if you are not seated in your seat when the bell rings 
· No one leaves until the room is neat and the teacher dismisses you.

Consequences:

· Verbal warning               seat change                essay

· Severe behavior = immediate referral to VP

Privileges:

Passes will be distributed at the beginning of each semester.  Students will sign out using a QR code.

All special circumstances need to be discussed with the instructor!
This form must be returned for class credit (CMP stays with the student)
I have read the guidelines for Biology and agree to abide by them.


Student’s Name ________________________________________


Student’s Signature  _____________________________________


Parent’s Signature  ______________________________________

Please let me know if you would like to discuss anything with me or if you need to set up a conference.  The best way to get in touch with me is through e-mail.  Please feel free to write any comments on this return slip.

This form must be returned for class credit (CMP stays with the student)
I have read the guidelines for Biology and agree to abide by them.


Student’s Name ________________________________________


Student’s Signature  _____________________________________


Parent’s Signature  ______________________________________

Please let me know if you would like to discuss anything with me or if you need to set up a conference.  The best way to get in touch with me is through e-mail.  Please feel free to write any comments on this return slip.

